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KNOW YOUR
RIGHTS...

WHAT IS A STOP
AND SEARCH?

WHY CAN I BE STOPPED
AND SEARCHED?

The Police have a right and a
duty to stop and talk to
members of the public and in
certain circumstances to search
them. This is done to protect our
communities, tackle crime and
keep our streets safe.

Being stopped by a police officer
does not mean you are under
arrest or have necessarily done
something wrong. You can be
stopped by an officer or Police
community support officer and
asked to account for what you
are doing in an area, where you
are going or what you
may be carrying.
This is not a stop
and search but
is known as a
'stop and
account'.

Under most circumstances police
need grounds to search you.

A 'stop and search' is
when a police officer (not a Police
community support officer) stops

you and then searches you,
because he or she has reason to
suspect you are in possession of:
n Drugs, weapons or stolen
property; or

n Items which could be used to
commit a crime.

A VEHICLE STOP

A police officer in
uniform can
stop any
vehicle and
ask the
driver for their driving
documents.
This is not the purpose of stop
and search, but you may be
given documentation relevant to
road traffic.

However it may become a stop
and account or stop and search if:

n you or any passengers with you
are asked to explain why they
are there, where they are going,
and what they are carrying.
n the vehicle, yourself or any
passengers with you are
searched.

A police officer must have a
good reason for stopping and/or
searching you and they are
required to tell you what the
reason is. You will not necessarily
be searched every time you are
stopped. Sometimes you may
just be stopped and questioned.
Police officers must use their
powers fairly, responsibly and
without discrimination.

WHO CAN SEARCH ME
AND WHAT MUST THAT
OFFICER DO DURING A
STOP SEARCH?
Only a police officer can stop
and search you.

n The police officer must show
you their identification if they
are not wearing uniform.
n A Police Community Support
Officer (PCSO) can
stop and ask you
questions, but
they cannot
search you.
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Any officer who stops and
searches you must always:
n Treat you
with respect
at all times.

n Explain why
you are being
stopped and
searched,
what they are looking for and
the law under which you are
being searched. (Details on
our website)
n Give you their details,
including their name, force
number and police station –

n Provide you with a stop and
search receipt (F.491) which
will include the date and time
of search.

If you are asked to remove more
that an outer coat, jacket or
anything worn for religious
reasons, you must be taken
somewhere out of public view
and should be searched by an
officer of the same gender.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN
I AM STOPPED?
During a stop and search the
police officer will ask for your
details, including:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Your Name
Date of birth
Address.
Ethnicity

You do not have to give this
information if you don’t want to,

but it helps to co-operate and
gathering this information allows
stops and searches to be
monitored. If the police officer
says they are reporting you for
an offence, you must give your
details.
Try to be calm and patient and
remember that being stopped
does not mean that you are
under arrest or have necessarily
done something wrong.

If you would like to do so, visit
www.southwalescommissioner.org.uk
to complete an enquiry form.
Alternatively, you can contact
 101 or visit your local police
station to ask for a copy.

WHAT CAN I DO IF
I'M UNHAPPY WITH
HOW I WAS TREATED?

Officers are entitled to be
treated with respect during the
stop and search.

During any stop and search, the
officer should treat you fairly
and with respect.

If you have been stopped and
searched within the last three
months, you are entitled to
request a copy of your stop
search record.

If you have been
stopped and
searched and are
unhappy with
how you were

treated, you can complain. If you
feel you were treated differently
because of your ethnic
background, age, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity,
religion or a disability, you can
complain.
If you would like to make a
complaint, you can contact
 101, or visit our 'making a
complaint' page on our website.
South Wales Police is working
towards the roll-out of body
worn video for frontline
officers, which will assist in the
monitoring of stop search use
in future.

TELL US YOUR VIEWS
If you don't want to complain
but would like to give positive
or negative feedback about your
stop search experience, please
visit our website to complete
our Stop Search survey:
www.southwalescommissioner.org.uk
South Wales Police offers a
‘Patrol Along Scheme’, enabling
members of the public to join
officers on patrol to get an
insight into their work. For more
information visit our website or
call  101.
This leaflet is also available
in Welsh

